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Christmas Miracles: Bethlehem Was Just The Beginning
PT 1 Handfuls on Purpose

Luke 2:4-16 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went
there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6

While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no
guest room available for them.

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news
that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born
to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in
cloths and lying in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and
saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.

Ruth 2:14-17 (KJV) 14 And Boaz said unto her, At mealtime come thou hither, and eat of the
bread, and dip thy morsel in the vinegar. And she sat beside the reapers: and he reached her
parched corn, and she did eat, and was sufficed, and left.

15 And when she was risen up to glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, Let her glean
even among the sheaves, and reproach her not:

16 And let fall also some of the handfuls of purpose for her, and leave them, that she may glean
them, and rebuke her not.

17 So she gleaned in the field until even, and beat out that she had gleaned: and it was about an
ephah of barley.
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Deuteronomy 24:19-22 (NIV) 19 When you are harvesting in your field and you overlook a
sheaf, do not go back to get it. Leave it for the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow, so that
the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 20 When you beat the olives from
your trees, do not go over the branches a second time. Leave what remains for the foreigner,
the fatherless and the widow. 21 When you harvest the grapes in your vineyard, do not go over
the vines again. Leave what remains for the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow. 22

Remember that you were slaves in Egypt. That is why I command you to do this.


